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What happens if a child care centre or school finds it has lead in 
its drinking water above the standard for lead? 
If a child care centre or school gets a drinking water test result that is above the 
standard for lead, the local Medical Officer of Health will assign corrective actions 
to the facility and it is the facility’s responsibility to ensure those actions are 
carried out. The Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change will follow up 
with the facility operator and local Medical Officer of Health if necessary. These 
local processes have been in place since 2007 and are working well.  

How can I find out the lead test results for my child’s child care 
centre or school? 
If you have questions about measures taken by your local child care centre or 
school to ensure the safety of drinking water, contact your local child care centre, 
school, or school board. 

Why are child care centres and schools required to flush their 
plumbing? 
Flushing has been shown to reduce lead levels in drinking water fixtures. By 
flushing plumbing and fixtures, water that may have come in contact with lead 
plumbing is replaced with fresh water. How often a facility has to flush their 
plumbing and fixtures depends on several factors including the age of the 
plumbing, previous lead test results or if a device that removes lead, such as a 
filter, has been installed on a fixture. 

How are people exposed to lead? 
Lead is a naturally occurring element. Lead has many industrial uses and has 
been found in water systems since the late 1800s. It is also present in soil, 
food and indoor dust. Over the past few decades, exposure to lead has 
significantly decreased due to restrictions in the use of lead in gasoline, paint 
and solder.  

How does lead get into drinking water? 
Ontario’s surface and groundwater generally does not contain lead. If lead does 
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